
Bagaimana Islam datang 
ke Asia Tenggara?
How did Islam come 
to Southeast Asia?

Many people in the West don’t associate Islam 
with East Asia. Yet the reality is that millions of 
Muslims live all over East Asia.
In OMF we hope to serve among the peoples of East 
Asia, including Muslim people. We seek to live with 
them, get to know them and serve them. Many 
Muslim groups in Southeast Asia do not know 
much about Jesus.

Did you know 
 } The country with the largest Muslim 

population in the world is Indonesia
 } Among the top ten countries with the largest 

Muslim population, only one is in the Middle East

Islam began in 
the 7th century

Islam spread to Byzantine 
cities of Damascus (634CE), 
followed by Jerusalem 
(638), Alexandria (641) and 
Carthage (698) 

In 712CE, Islam spread to 
the Indian city of Sindh 
(modern day Pakistan) 
Trade and good 
government promoted 
the growth of Islam in 
the region. 

The first mosque in the 
Indian subcontinent 
was built by Muslim 
traders in Kerala. 

The earliest Chinese mosque 
claimed to be built in 627CE in 
Guangzhou. Other notable early 
mosques in Hangzhou, Fuzhou 
and Quanzhou are all on the 
southeast coast.

1368 Brunei traditions recall 
that Raja Awang Pateh Berbai 
converted to Islam to be able to 
marry the daughter of the king 
of Temasik in Singapore.

1527 English and Dutch 
traders make agreements 
with Muslim rulers in Java 
to get the better of their 

1480 The first mosque 
on Java in Demak (near 
Semerang and the new 
Jakarta airport). 

End of the 8th century, 
Muslim traders start to 
dock in the harbours of 
southwest Mindoro in 
the Philippines.

Islam came to China in the 7th 
century through traders on the 
Silk Road (omf.org/silkroad), 
and the sea-borne Silk Routes. 
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